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March 24, 2017 

M I N I S T E R I A L  PA N E L  O N  C H I L D  IN T E R V E N T I O N   

M E E T I N G  S U M M A R Y  

Monday March 20, 2017 – 8:00am to 12:30 and 3:30pm to 5:30pm  

Introduction 
The sixth meeting of the Ministerial Panel on Child Intervention was held at the Federal Building on 

traditional Treaty 6 territory.  

Elder Wil Campbell provided a prayer and smudge for Panel members prior to the beginning of the 

meeting.  

Elder Roy Bear Chief provided the open prayer in his language for Panel members and members of 

public present.  

The Chair acknowledged those members of the public present and reminded them that while 

questions would not be taken from the floor they could continue to submit their views to 

CIPanel.submissions@gov.ab.ca or on-site through a written submission to the Panel. The meeting 

was supported through an audio livestream and the archive is available on the Panel website 

childinterventionpanel.alberta.ca. The Chair noted that at the request of today’s presenters audio 

streaming would be ended when sharing personal stories or stories of families they have supported. 

Members of the public and media were asked not to record during this period of time out of respect 

for the presenters.  

The Panel heard presentations and had an opportunity to ask questions to the First Nation Band 

Designates from each of the Treaty areas in Alberta. Each of the Band Designates spoke with a 

passion for their role, the children and families they work with and their communities and the 

richness of Indigenous culture and traditions. This was followed by a brief discussion about next 

steps moving into developing recommendations related to the child death review process, including 

an overview of an assignment for each of the Panel members to help them identify potential solutions 

to meet their mandate of the Terms of Reference.  

Panel Members Present: 

Chair Deborah Jabbour, NDP MLA for Peace River  

Cameron Westhead, MLA for Banff-Cochrane  

Maria Fitzpatrick, MLA for Lethbridge-East 

Nicole Goehring, MLA for Edmonton-Castle Downs 

Graham Sucha, MLA for Calgary-Shaw 

Heather Sweet, MLA for Edmonton-Manning 

Jason Nixon, Wildrose caucus, MLA for Rimbey-Rocky Mountain House-Sundre 

Ric McIver, Progressive Conservative caucus, MLA for Calgary-Hays  

Dr. David Swann, Leader, Alberta Liberal caucus, MLA for Calgary-Mountain View 

Greg Clark, Leader, Alberta Party caucus, MLA for Calgary-Elbow 

Dr. Patti LaBoucane-Benson, PhD, Native Counselling Services of Alberta 

Dr. Peter Choate, MSW, PhD, Mount Royal University 

Bruce MacLaurin, MSW, University of Calgary 

 

mailto:CIPanel.submissions@gov.ab.ca
https://www.alberta.ca/child-intervention-panel.aspx


 

 

2 | P a g e  

March 24, 2017 

M I N I S T E R I A L  PA N E L  O N  C H I L D  IN T E R V E N T I O N   

M E E T I N G  S U M M A R Y  

Key Decisions 
The Panel agreed to review and complete the worksheets they received via email on Friday, March 17 

to identify potential solutions and rationale by March 24 for discussion at the March 30 meeting. This 

includes considering the Phase 1 scope from the Terms of Reference and the previously agreed upon 

desired impacts and problem statements from the previous meetings. Panel members approved the 

draft staff authorization document to encourage and enable staff participation in the Panel process 

through submissions and presentations without fear of repercussions. Panel members requested 

meeting dates for the next Phase, potential dates have been aligned to Spring Session and will shared 

with the members shortly for their review.  

Presentations 
Treaty 7 First Nation Band Designates Panel Presentation: 

Elder Roy Bear Chief – Siksika Nation 

Diane Dixon – Stoney First Nation, Bearspaw Band 

Norma Littlechild – Tsuu T’ina Nation 

Deb Hellwig – Blood Tribe, Kainai 

Ester Running Rabbit – Siksika Nation 

Johnny Powderface – Stoney Nakota 

Pam Wadsworth - Prevention and Support Manager, Kainai Nation 

Doreen Kaquitts – Stoney First Nation, Wesley Band 

 

Treaty 7 has seven First Nations in southern Alberta served by seven First Nation Band Designates. 

The designates talked about their role in connecting children and youth to their families and 

communities and the importance of cultural ties and awareness to building a positive sense of self 

identity. As advocates for First Nation children, parents and extended family they noted that they can 

feel like the link between the family and the system. While most had not experienced the death of a 

child in care, they talked about if this were to occur; they must notify and engage the family right 

away to ensure they can exercise their right to make final arrangements and follow their cultural 

beliefs and protocols. Where a parent of a child in care dies, the designates talked about the need for 

caseworkers to support the child to be in community, with extended family to be able to grieve the 

loss with family. The designates spoke generally about grieving processes in each of their 

communities. The needs of the family and community were discussed when a tragic event, like the 

passing of a child, occurs including how quickly news spreads and that in small communities 

everyone is related one way or another, and those relations who have left community will be 

contacted as well. This can retrigger intergenerational trauma, create stigma for siblings and family 

members when the media reports on the death, further decrease trust for children services and other 

community services (i.e. health, police, service providers) and can lead to lateral violence. The death 

of a child is dealt with by the child intervention region or the Delegated First Nation Agency who do 

not always notify the designates, all felt that being notified would allow them to support the family in 

their healing.   
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Treaty 6 First Nation Band Designates Panel Presentation: 

Martha Letendre – Alexis Nakota Sioux Nation 

Judy Thompson – Beaver Lake Cree Nation 

Marilyn Littlechild - Ermineskin Cree Nation 

Kathleen Gadwa – Kehewin Cree Nation/ Director Tribal Chief Child and Family Services Society East 

Annie Stanley –Frog Lake First Nation 

Joanne Gladeau – O’Chiese First Nation  
Loiselle Arcand – Alexander First Nation 

Denise Steinhauer – Saddle Lake First Nation 

Geraldine Omeasoo – Samson Cree Nation 

Donna Twins-Hardy – Louis Bull and Montana First Nations 

Lorna Rabbit – Paul First Nation  

 

Treaty 6 has 17 First Nations in central Alberta served by 13 First Nation Band Designates, one of 

which is also a Delegated First Nation Agency Director. The designates suggested immediate 

notification of the First Nation and the family in the event that a child in care dies. This immediate 

notification would support ceremony specific to each First Nation for that child. It was noted that First 

Nation children have inherit rights and contact with the designates supports these inherit rights in life 

and when they pass on. The designates noted that more proactive work is needed to connect youth to 

family and community to support a positive sense of identity, which would decrease youth suicide. It 

was recommended that any investigation into the death of a child should include the First Nation and 

the family, who may have important information to share. The presenters noted that what was needed 

was true collaboration where each partner is an equal in the process, no one valued more than the 

other, to focus on the child and the supports needed for them to be healthy. The presenters noted 

that they have participated in previous review processes and noted a lack of follow through on their 

recommendations and advice. The focus should be on maintaining the family and providing the 

supports and services to keep families together while addressing the issues that may be present. The 

designates focused on the need for greater acknowledgement of the practices of First Nations 

families and communities including ceremony and their knowledge of how to best support their own 

people. 

 

Treaty 8 First Nation Band Designates Panel Presentation: 

Debbie LaRiviere – Sawridge First Nation/ Director Lesser Slave Lake Indian Regional Council 

April Isadore – Driftpile First Nation 

Gloria Favel – Bigstone Cree Nation 

Dawna Kreutzer- Athabasca Chipewyan, Chipewyan Prairie, Fort McMurray and Mikisew Cree First 

Nations 

Shauna Kutt – Tallcree First Nation 

Henry Francis – Beaver First Nation/ Band Council Member  

 

Treaty 8 has 24 First Nations in northern Alberta served by 15 First Nation Band Designates, three of 

which are also Delegated First Nation Agency Directors. The designates noted that they did not have 
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much experience with a child in care passing, however noted that when a child in community passes 

the whole community is impacted and grieves the loss. Travel requirements were a significant 

concern for the Treaty 8 designates who often have children placed in Edmonton and that a Treaty 8 

urban office will support the designates in meeting their member children, their caregivers and 

caseworkers. Since the Band Designate role is not a delegated role, like that of a caseworker, the 

designates noted that their advice and recommendations are often not considered or followed. Given 

the vast area covered by Treaty 8; training and networking for the designates is impacted, as are 

resources; many of which are limited and often oversubscribed. The designates stressed, as did their 

other colleagues that the child deserves to be connected to their family, their community, traditions, 

language, and ceremony which make up their culture and support their identity.  

 

Overview: 

Common areas of discussion for Treaty 6, 7 and 8 First Nation Band Designates were issues related to  

clear, adequate and sustainable funding for the designate role; communication issues as well as the  

ability to exercise their role in a meaningful way with both regional and Delegated First Nation Agency 

service delivery staff; a need for training, increased collaboration and role clarification and changes to 

legislation to mandate their role from the beginning of intervention involvement when they could 

have the most impact on case planning and prevention.  Additional areas of concerns included large 

caseloads, lack of access to file information and feeling external to the service delivery team. The 

consistent message from all three areas included immediate notification of family when a child dies to 

the family, the First Nation and the designate to support protocol and ceremony for that child’s First 
Nation community to support the healing process for the family and the community, each community 

has unique spiritual beliefs and protocols. All the presenters spoke with great passion for their work 

on behalf of children and First Nation families and communities and the incredible value they 

contribute to planning and family connections, as well as their unique position to support cultural 

connections within the community.  The Chair thanked all the presenters for taking the time to come 

and talk with the Panel and for their considerate recommendations, and noted that much of the 

discussion will also be relevant in the second phase as well when the Panel considers the overall 

functioning of the intervention system.  

Next Steps 

The next meeting will occur March 30, 2017 from 9:00 am–4:00 pm at Mahmawi-atoskiwin located at 

Suite 100, 2323 32nd Ave N.E. in Calgary.  

The final meeting date for Phase 1 will be Thursday April 6, 2017, 9 am–12:30 pm, and 3–8 pm, with 

the location to be confirmed prior the meeting. 

The website childinterventionpanel.alberta.ca and e-mail CIPanel.submissions@gov.ab.ca continue to 

be available for the public to get information and/or make submissions to the Panel.  

https://www.alberta.ca/child-intervention-panel.aspx
mailto:CIPanel.submissions@gov.ab.ca

