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Growing up at home: Real strategies ensuring the
safety of First Nations children

Cindy Blackstock, PhD

Alberta Association for Services for Children: January 23, 2014
First Nations Child and Family Caring Society of Canada
Associate Professor, University of Alberta
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W Ses innide far & spactal — Sir,

L 12-page tearure 5

I have the honour to place herewith the copyv
of regulations relating tc the educatiocon of Indian
children, and to request you to have the goodhess

l"l”] to furnish me at your early convenlence with a form
. of warrant Tfor the committal of an Indian child to

an Industrial School, under Section 2 of the said

Duncan Campbell

Regulations. Our Agent has hbeen instructed to

SCOtt, Superlntendent give to the perscn in charge of the child whom

it is proposed to commit the notice reqgquired by the

Of Indlan Affalrs aforesaid Section, and I should like if possible to

able to transmit the form of “affideavit tomorrow.

Your obedient sarvant,

Acting Deputy Sun't General

of Indian Affairse.

A. Power, Esg.,
Acting Deputy Minister of Justice,

Ottawa.
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First Nations in State Care in Canada

Children

Residential Residential Child Welfare Child Welfare
Schools 1949 Schools 1965 2003* 2010%*

*estimates. FN children 6-8 more times likely to be in foster care (Auditor General of
Canada, 2008) Over 48% of all children in care are Aboriginal (Stats, Canada, 2013)



CURRENT OVERREPRESENTATION OF ABORIGINAL
CHILDREN IN CAREFE-

% of Children in Care % of Total Child Population” Disparity
In Represantamon
of Abonginal
Naon-Aborginal Non-Aboriginal and non-Abariginal
Prowision of Ongoing Services ADonginal Cnildren Cniiaren ADorginal Cniioran Cnilaran Cnildren In Cara
Briish Columida® 52% 48% 8% 92% 12.5 i
Albarta® 50% 41% 9% 91% 14.6
Saskatchewan: BO% 20% 25% 5% 12.0
Manltoba* B5% 15% 23% ™% 19.0
Omniaror 21% To% 3% 9% B.G

Queabac’ 10%
Mowa Scotige 16%

| Ln
=Ry

* Data for New Brunswick and for Canadian termtones wene nol
** Deta In this eble mfect definttions and data collection prot in the cam of
reletives_) The data demonstrate owe mepresentation of First retike.

Basad on data from: *Bmish Columbia Ministry of Childen and Family Development, 2009; "Albera Children and Youth Sanvices, 20009; “Saskaxchewan Minisiry of Social

Senvices, 2008; *Manitoba Family Services and Housing, 2007; *0Ontario Mintstry of Children and Youth Services, 20107 "Breton, 201 1; *Mulcahy and Trocme, 2009;
“Statistics Canada, 2008

KISKISIK AWASISAK: REMEMBER THE CHILDREN

Source: Kiskisik Awasisak: Remember the Children (CIS-2008)
WWW. CWRP.CA




PRIMARY CATEGORIES OF MALTREATMENT IN SUBSTANTIATED
FIRST NATIONS AND NON-ABORIGINAL MALTREATMENT
INVESTIGATIONS CONDUCTED BY SAMPLED AGENCIES
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Neglect Exposure to IPV Emotional Physical Abuse Sexual Abuse
Maltreatment

Source: Kiskisik Awasisak: Remember the Children (CIS-2008)
WWW. CWRP.CA




Drivers to Overrepresentation and
Barriers to addressing it

Poverty

Poor or inadequate housing
Substance misuse

Mental health and wellness
Inequality

Inadequate and poorly targeted child welfare
Interventions

Inadequate training for child welfare
administrators, social workers and allied service
providers.



People living in more equal
societies:

Live longer

Are better educated

Have robust economies

Live in safe/trusting communities
Have lower rates of mental
Illness and substance misuse

(Wilkinson & Pickett, 2010- The Spirit Level)
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The Spirit Level

Why Equality
Is Better for Everyone

Richard Wilkinson and Kate Picken
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Richard Wilkinson and Kate Pickett, 2010



Better ® Sweden

Netherlands @ n-value = <0.0

Finland @ Canada ranks 17t in the world
TS Nore Switzertand @ on child wellbeing among rich
_ @Denmark Spain @ ’/ countries (UNICEF, 2013)

o0

S

_3 Belgium® : ® Canada Italy @

T;J Germany @ Ireland

o Austria @ o .G

= reece Portugal @

v

o ®France

) ® Australia

. ® Japan ,

A=

[,

(4F]

Y

Z

)

®_USA
® Isracl
® New Zealand
l Child wellbeing is better in more equal countries
Worse ® UK
Low High

Income inequality

Source: Wilkinson & Pickett, The Spirit Level (2009) = |HE EQUALITY TRUST



The KidsRights Index - overall score

ment
Portugal : 0,94 0,75
Hetherlands ¢ 0,98 0,64
Horway , 0,96 0,60
Slovenia , 0,98 0,58
Iceland , 0,93 0,60
Switzerland 4 0,98 0,58
Ireland , 0,92 0,58
Sweden 3 0,97 0,50

France 4 , 0,95
ET < 229 Y

Kidsrights.org



What can Child Welfare
do about poverty?



h National Center for 'rJo,ur and Chila

Family Unification Program

www.nchcw.org




nab Personal Business About Us Internet Banking B

Careers Contactus  Corporate responsibility ~ Our Business  Shareholder Centre  Capitaland Funding  Media

 Our A Microfinance

About Us / Corporate responsibility / Community / Promoting financial inclusion /
» Customer Microfinance

} Environment

Why will some low-income

S Australian families pay 6 times
nclsion more for this fridge than they
News and reports ShOUId?

Many low-income Australian families can't afford to buy a fridge - instead, they

Programs

I Renting a secondhand 420L Westinghouse refrigerator costs

approximately $905 per annum whereas buying the same refrigerator new costs approximatel
» Our People Sgg[] y P ying g PP Y

» Supply Chain This means that over 5 years, the low-income family will pay $3,535 more for a refrigerator
than a family who can afford to buy one. NAB Microfinance helps low-income families buy

www.nab.com.au
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National Center on
Substance Abuse ond Child Welfare

# Home AboutUs Resources & Topics Collaboration Training Technical Assistance Conferences

Whatis Ncsacw? %

.

A national resource center providing
informatian, expert consultation
training and technical assistance to
child welfare, dependency court and
substance abuse treatment
professionals to improve the safety,
permanency, well-being and recavery
outcomes for children, parents and
families

Substance Abuse ‘ Child Walfare ' Court

Bringing Families Together:
Models of Hope and Recovery

Bringing Families Together. _.. <0

Treatment Professionals Professionals Professionals

Child Welfare Professionals
Bringing Familieg Together:

o Tutorial 2: Understanding Substance Use Disorders, 1 Modelsaf b » 1o Recovery
Treatment and Family Recavery: A Guide for Child Welfare ]
Professionals

www.ncsacw.samsha.gov




UNIVERSITY OF

&/ AL BERTA

FACULTY OF EXTENSION Note

Programs & Courses
Register for Classes
Services

* Research

w Institutes & Centres

Alberta Gaming Rezearch
Institute

Canadian Journal of
University Continuing
Education

Centre for Public
Involvement

City-Region Studies Centre

Community-University
Fartnership (CUF)

First Nations Children’s Action
Research and Education
Service

Research

Education

LT e T e

Maps | Email & Apps | eClass | Libraries

Extension student? Check yvour ualberts.ca mailbox

Home = Research = Institutes & Centres = First Nations Children’s Action
Reszearch and Education Service

First Nations Children’s Action
Research and Education Service

Mations Child and Family Caring Society of Canada. We are committed to:

e translating well-established rezearch on the structural drivers of
dizadvantage (poverty, poor housing, unegual funding for health care,
child welfare and education) for First Nations children, youth, and

FMN CARES i= a partnership between the University of Alberta and the First @ @

families into pragmatic, community-based solutions

respecting and supporting First Mations self-determination in research by
engaging communities as partners and co-researchers in all stages of

gach project .
What's New?

engaging children and youth in creating solutions to the issues that so

directly affect their lives and futuresz Annual Repart: 2012713

Click on the wvideo image to watch Cindy Blackstock an CBC's 8th Ffire. She
discuszses the link between the unprecedented number of First Nations children

Hi-Ho Mistahey!, a brand new NFB

film bv internationally acclaimed

[ 1 1 el ' ' R ] bl i

http://www.extension.ualberta.ca/research/institutes-and-

centres/fncares/



What can you do about
Inequities in government
services for First Nations

children?
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| am profoundly disappointed to note

in Chapter 4 of this Status Report that
despite federal action in response to our |
recommendations over the years, |
a disproportionate number of First
Nations people still lack the most basic
services that other Canadialﬁs take for ‘
granted. /
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Sheila Fraser,
Auditor General of Canada
(June 2011)
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Child welfare specific OAG reports:
May 2008; June 2011



Should funding for First Nations children be
the same on and off reserve?

Series 1

120
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20

2 0] 1

No Leaning No Leaning Yes Yes

www.care2.com (2012) N=158



9844 Supporters

“School should be a time for dreams — every kid
deserves this”
Shannen Koostachin, founder of Shannen’s Dream,
(1995-2010)



Jordan s
Principle

Jordan River Anderson

Founder of Jordan’ s Principle
1999-2005

A child first principle for First
Nations children to resolving
payment disputes between
the federal and provincial
governments about how to
pay for services every other
child gets

7775 Supporters
www.jordansprinciple.ca



Maurina Beadle and Pictou Landing FN
v Attorney General of Canada

 Maurina Beadle and Pictou Landing
taking Canada to court to enforce
Jordan’s Principle for Jeremy and all
FN children across Canada

* In April 2013, Federal Court ruled in
favour of Maurina and ordered
Canada to reimburse Pictou Landing
FN for Jeremy’s care.

* Canada has appealed and wants
Maurina and Pictou to pay their
legal costs. Hearing: Spring 2014.




Jordan’s Principle

Eritish Columbia Fair Fair Achild-fir=t policy to resohe jurisdictional dizputes involving the care of First Nations children and youwth has besn
introduced and discussions with the federal government are underwsy An implermentation plan is needed.

Alberta ) Poor Poor Discussions with the federal governmment are underwsy but s child-frst pobicy to resclve jurisdictional dsputes

Saskatchewan

Manitoha
introduced and discussions with the federal government are underwsy An implernentation plan is needed.

Omtario [Fair Fair A child-first policy to resohe junsdictional disputes involing the care of First Metions children and youth has been
imtroducsd and discussions with the federal government are underwsy An implernentation plan is needed.

Quebec Poor Poor Achild-first policy to resohe jursdictional disputes involving the care of First Mations children and youth needs to be
introducad.

MNew Brunswick Poor Poor Achild-first policy to resohe junsdictional disputes involving the care of First Mations children and youth needs to be
introduced.

MNova Scotia Good Good Tripartite agreement between the federal government, provines and Mi'kmsg Famiby and Children's Services
provides & mechanizm for dispute-resclution to sddress children's needs, including special medical reguirements.

Prince Edward |sland Poor Poar Achild-first policy to resohe junsdictional disputes involing the care of First Mstons children and youth needs to be
imtroducad.

MNewfoundland and Labrador | Poor Poar Dizcussions with the federsl governrment sre underwsy but s childrst policy to resolve jurisdictional disputss
imvalving the care of First Mations children and youth needs to be introduced.

Yukon Poor Poar A child-first policy to resolve jurisdictional disputes involving the care of First Mations children and youth needs to be
introducsd.

MNorthwest Temitories Poor Poor Achild-first policy to resohe junsdictional disputes involving the care of First Mations children and youth needs to be
introducsd.

MNunavut Poor Poor Achild-first policy to resohe junsdictional disputes involving the care of First Matons children and youth needs to be
introducad.

Excellent: Province, terrtory has adopted and implemented 5 childfirst principle to resolve jurisdictional disputes imohing =ervices provided to First Mations children and youth.

Good: Prowince termtony hes a disputs resolution process with a child-first principle for rezolang pnsdictional disputes imaobving the care of First Mations children and youth.

Fair: Province/territory hes adopted a child-first principle to resolve jurisdictional disputes imalving senvices for First Mations children and youth, but hes not yet developed or
immplemented specific strategy.

Poor: Prowvince/ferritony hes not adopted & child-first principle.

Are we doing enough? (Canadian Paediatric Society, 2012)




The | am a witness Campaign

Human Rights case alleges
Canada ‘s provision of child
welfare is discriminatory
pursuant to the Canadian
Human Rights Act

Watch I am a witness video to
find out what young people
think about the case.

Watch the testimony at
http://aptn.ca/pages/news/tag/
kids-in-care/

fnwithess

12,458 Supporters



Complaint filed with
CHRC 2007

2 Federal Court
Decisions refuse
Canada’s efforts to
derail referral to
Tribunal (2011, 2012)

Federal Court overturns
Tribunal’s Decision (2012)
and Federal Court of Appeal
refuses Canada’s appeal
(2013)

CHRC refers to CHRT
September 2008

CHRT grants Canada’s motion to
dismiss on jurisdictional
grounds

March 2011

Hearings began at CHRT on February 25,

2013 to conclude summer 2014
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Send Valentine’s Day cards to ensure First Nations children
can grow up safely at home, get a good education, be
healthy and proud

www.fncaringsociety.com/have-a-heart



Children
have power!/

Voices of Children

standing in solidarity
with Cirst nafions Children

Order copies at info@fncaringsociety.com
Proceeds support child participation in
reconciliation based activities.



Take Action: “One small act is worth

more than a million thoughts”
Ai Weiwei

www.fncaringsociety.com

[
@3] jordan’s Principle




