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First Nations in State Care in Canada 
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*estimates.  FN children 6-8 more times likely to be in foster care    (Auditor General of 

Canada, 2008)   Over 48% of all children in care are Aboriginal (Stats, Canada, 2013) 
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Source:  Kiskisik Awasisak: Remember the Children  (CIS-2008)  
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First Nations children in Alberta are 14.6 

times more likely to be placed in child 

welfare than other children 



Source:  Kiskisik Awasisak: Remember the Children  (CIS-2008) 

WWW. CWRP.CA 



Drivers to Overrepresentation and 

Barriers to addressing it 

• Poverty   

• Poor or inadequate housing 

• Substance misuse  

• Mental health and wellness 

• Inequality  

• Inadequate and poorly targeted child welfare 
interventions  

• Inadequate training for child welfare 
administrators, social workers and allied service 
providers. 

 



People living in more equal 
societies: 
 

Live longer 

Are better educated 
Have robust economies 
Live in safe/trusting communities 

Have lower rates of mental 
illness and substance misuse 

 
 (Wilkinson & Pickett, 2010- The Spirit Level) 

 
 



Richard Wilkinson and Kate Pickett, 2010 



Canada ranks 17th in the world 

on child wellbeing among rich 

countries (UNICEF, 2013) 



Canada ranks 60th in the world in terms of respecting children’s rights 

 Kidsrightsindex.org 

Kidsrights.org 



What can Child Welfare 

do about poverty? 



www.nchcw.org 



www.nab.com.au 



www.ncsacw.samsha.gov 



http://www.extension.ualberta.ca/research/institutes-and-

centres/fncares/ 



What can you do about 

inequities in government 

services for First Nations 

children? 



I am profoundly disappointed to note 

in Chapter 4 of this Status Report that 

despite federal action in response to our 

recommendations over the years, 

a disproportionate number of First 

Nations people still lack the most basic 

services that other Canadians take for 

granted. 

 

 
Sheila Fraser,  

Auditor General of Canada  

(June 2011) 

“ 

“ 

Child welfare specific  OAG reports: 

May 2008; June 2011 



Should funding for First Nations children be  

the same on and off reserve? 

www.care2.com (2012) N=158 



9844 Supporters 

“School should be a time for dreams – every kid 

deserves this” 

Shannen Koostachin, founder of Shannen’s Dream, 

(1995-2010) 



7775 Supporters 

www.jordansprinciple.ca 

A child first principle for First 

Nations children to resolving 

payment disputes between 

the federal and provincial 

governments about how to 

pay for services every other 

child gets 

Jordan’s 

Principle 
Jordan River Anderson 
Founder of Jordan’s Principle 

1999-2005 



Maurina Beadle and Pictou Landing FN 

v Attorney General of Canada 

• Maurina Beadle and Pictou Landing 

taking Canada to court to enforce 

Jordan’s Principle for Jeremy and all 
FN children across Canada 

• In April 2013, Federal Court ruled in 

favour of Maurina and ordered 

Canada to reimburse Pictou Landing 

FN for Jeremy’s care. 
• Canada has appealed and wants 

Maurina and Pictou to pay their 

legal costs. Hearing: Spring 2014. 



Are we doing enough? (Canadian Paediatric Society, 2012) 

Alberta has the lowest possible rating (poor) for implementation of 

Jordan’s Principle 



The I am a witness Campaign 

• Human Rights case alleges 
Canada ‘s provision of child 
welfare is discriminatory 
pursuant to the Canadian 
Human Rights Act 

• Watch I am a witness video to 
find out what young people 
think about the case.  

• Watch the testimony at 
http://aptn.ca/pages/news/tag/
kids-in-care/ 

 

 

12,458 Supporters 



Complaint filed with 

CHRC 2007 

CHRC refers to CHRT 

September 2008  

2 Federal  Court 

Decisions refuse 

Canada’s efforts to 
derail referral to 

Tribunal (2011, 2012) 

CHRT grants Canada’s motion to 
dismiss on jurisdictional 

grounds 

March 2011 

Federal Court overturns 

Tribunal’s Decision (2012) 
and  Federal Court of Appeal 

refuses Canada’s appeal 
(2013) 

Hearings began at CHRT on February 25, 

2013 to conclude summer 2014 





Send Valentine’s Day cards to ensure First Nations children 
can grow up safely at home, get a good education, be 

healthy and proud 

 

www.fncaringsociety.com/have-a-heart 

2014 



Order copies at info@fncaringsociety.com   

Proceeds support child participation in 

reconciliation based activities.  



Jordan’s Principle 

Take Action: “One small act is worth 
more than a million thoughts”  

Ai Weiwei 

 

www.fncaringsociety.com 
 


