Historical Timeline of Relationship Between the Government of Canada and

Indigenous People

1620=1628  Firsl missionary operzied school established near Quebes City,

1812 |First Nations are key coniributors 1o defend against American invasion

1831 Mohawk Indian Residential School opens in Brantford, Ontario; it will become the longest-
operated residential school.

1847 Bagot Ccn_mmissiu:un recommends agriculture-hased boarding schools, placed far from
parental influence

1847 Egeron Ryerson's study of Indian education recommends religious-based, government-
funded industrial schools

1850's-1860's |Assimilation of Aboriginal people through education hecomes official policy
18487 Gradual Civilization Acl

1860's-1870's

'Macdnna!d’s MNalional Policy; Homestead Act; FEGMP established to facilitale government
\control of West

1860 Management of “tndian Affairs” transferred form Imperial Gouernment to Province of
. .. . Canada : -
1867 |Br|t|5h Morth Amerlca Act
1864 Act for the Gradual Civilization of the Indian ..
15649 |HBC abandons land in ME, and Metis establish provisioral govermment
1873 ~ Dnly historic treaty which includes "Halfbreads”, in Fort F_rsmces Canada fEII|5 0 adhere
: with ongoing dtempts to recognize Metis as FN . : : :
1576 First treaty that specifies a medicing chest shall be kepl at the hﬂuse of eac:h indian
agent for the usc and beneflts ﬂ::r lndlans
1876 First Incian Act - : : -
’ IMicholas Flood Davin Report, submitted fo Sir John A. Macdonald, makes 13
arg :

srecommendations concarning the administration of industrial boarding schools

1584-1885 . Metis resist land encroachimient in the Nothwest Resistance @

1802 Federal government and churches enter into formal partnership in the Dperatmn Df Indian

sechools

1004 . First medical siperntendant appointed i L

1907 Indian Affairs’ Chief Medical Inspector P. H E!ryce repurts numerous deﬁmencles of the

school

LAB0G. Bryce Report on TB epidemics in residential schools -

1814 strst Indian hospital under construction, in File Hills, SK
1818 4,000 Aborigingls estimated to dié frim influehZa cutbieak .
1820 Creputy Superintendent General of Indian Afairs Duncan Garn pbell Scntt makes
residential school attendance compulsor}f
1023 First hospital built and managed by First. Nafions.
1628 Medical Superintendent declares thal TB epidermics are not due to the lifestyle of Indians
4028 - CFirst land-baset-heatth service in the Arlis; at Pangnirting 00
1230 |First federafl:,f managed nursing station npermd {m Flsher Rwer MB}
19387 Metis Seotibe oly 1and Bdse in Alberta” : CoE
1939 Supreme Courl of Canada rules that, under the Enhsh Nonh ﬂmerlca Act lnuit are

1 I ndtans

1 944

ISenmr indian Affairs oﬁ' cl:als argue for pollcy Shiﬂ. from remdenhal tﬂ da}r SC]’IGD|5
- Bepartmentvf Heghhgreated =0 200 F TR : -
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1998 Government's Slatement of Reconciliation Gathering Strength—Canada's Abariginal
Action Plan ingludes a $350 million healing fund; AHF estahlished to manage fund

1865 Teritory of Nunavut creaied out of land claims setilement

2002 'Remanow report on national health care system

2002 Auditor General report on reporting burden on Firsl Nations

2002 |Davis Inlet moved, a decade after the firs! storss of crisis

2002 Government announces an Altlemaiive Dispule Reschdion Framewerk 1o provide

compensalion for residential schoo! abuse

2003 |First Ministers' Accord on funding health care

R. v. Powley recognized and affirmed lhe existence of Metis as a distinct Aboriginal
2003 . . .
people with existing rights

2004 |First Canada-Aboriginal Peoples Roundtable (CAPR} session held in Ottawa

Kelowna, B.C. First Ministers meeting with aiboriginal leaders announces §5.1 billion to

2005 eradicate apboriginal poverty and improve healih

2006 |Government signs the Indian Residential Schools Settlermaent Agreasment with legal
‘representatives for Survivors, AFN, Inuit representatives, and church entities

068 Government launches the Indian Residential Schools Troth and Reconciliation
Commission

2010 |Canada signs on Lo the UN Declaraiion on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples
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Stability of communities

* Prior to colonization, Indigenous intelligence, culture and
knowledges maintained First Nations and Inuit communities:

= Stable roles and responsibilities of individuals and families in
community

= Stable and accountable governance and shared leadership

= Extensive economic relationships across Turtle Island and
beyond maintained ties

= Health promotion and prevention *

* Colonization experiences and policies has disrupted the
stability of communities and their role in wider society.




...federal policies
* 1869 Act for the gradual enfranchisement of Indians

+ 1876: The Indian Act

= Explicit agenda of assimilation of Aboriginal people into
Canadian society.

* "The transition from tribal nation in the tripartite imperial system
to legal incompetent in the bilateral federal/provincial system
was now complete. While protection remained a policy goal, it
was no longer collective Indian tribal autonomy that was
protected: it was the individual Indian recast as a dependent
ward — in effect, the child of the state” (RCAP).

* 1884 amendment to protect Indians from their own cultures,
prohibiting ceremonies such as the Potlach and the
Tamanawas dance, and later the Sundance.




and Discharged Pupils of Indian Industrial and Boarding Schoola
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"It is readily acknowledged that Indian children lose their natural resistance
to illness by habitating so closely in these schools, and that they die at a
much higher rate than in their villages. But this alone does not justify a
change in the policy of this Department, which is geared towards the final
solufion of our Indian problem.”

Dr. Duncan Campell Scott, Superintendent of Indian Affairs in 1910,

L - 1

History of Health

* Complaints about residential schools (ungualified teachers,
abuse allegations, divisive religious instruction) were of no
legal consequence -- but tuberculosis outbreaks forced a
response from the government.

* Dr. Peter Bryce, medical inspector for Indian Affairs
investigated and documented in 1909 the epidemic as “a
"national crime' ... [and] the consequence of inadequate
government funding, poorly constructed schools, sanitary and
ventilation problems, inadequate diet, clothing and medical
care.”

* The report was suppressed, and funding for basic health
needs in residential schools was denied. Then Scott fired
Bryce.
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Exploring the Future

Indigenous Demographic Transitions

Fopulation

* More numerous
= Youthful
= Ageing (slowly)

Time

~Colonisation
Survival

Reclamation

Self determination

-

Resistance and Reclamation

1960s: American Indian

jyMovement, Mational Indian
Brotherhood (Canada) agitated
for social change

Amendments to Indian Act
removed prohibitions on

cultural expression — ceremony
Revival of cultural healing
practices — sweat lodge, sacred .
pipe, smudging, fasting

Sobriety movement -

Alcoholics anonymous and

later National Native Alcohol .
and Drug Abuse Program

1982: Four Worlds Elders .
Conference brought together

40 different tribal groups to
discuss strategies to treat
addictions

Healing our Spirit Worldwide
WHO declaration of Alma-Ata
— haolistic approach to health
Aboriginal Healing
Foundation — funded
community-based healing
initiatives by Aboriginals for
Aboriginals

Legacy of Hope Foundation
and many other groups —
raising awareness and
educating public

Settlement and Apology for
residential schools

UM Declaration on the Rights
of Indigenous Peoples

LOH,

SFNIHE-HC 28
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